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Seventeen magazine normally doesn't feature articles about lawyers, and Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges associates normally don't get their pictures in national magazines. 
 
But Lori Pines, a 31-year-old litigation associate, will be featured in the August issue of 
Seventeen in the magazine's version of a reality check. The magazine sent a teenage 
reporter to the New York firm to compare the life of a real-life associate with that of Ally 
McBeal, the hair-twisting, mouth-puckering, oh-so-adorable television character with the 
raging biological clock. 
 
“[The reporter] wanted to know if we have a coed bathroom,” says Pines. “And she 
seemed really interested in the box of shoes and the refrigerator I keep in my office.” 
 
While the Fox television network show features a coed bathroom as one of its primary 
settings, Weil, Gotshal's facilities are strictly same sex. 
 
Pines says that she tried to impress upon the young reporter that the life of a lawyer is not 
like being on TV. “Ally is a goofball,” says Pines. “I think it was good to show what a 
female associate really does.” 
 
Pines, who thinks the show is amusing, is not a big fan of the main character, who relies 
on her neuroses and her legs to get through court dates. “In her actions and her dress, she 
doesn't act professional,” says Pines. “I wouldn't want to be like Ally.” 
 
But Pines's efforts to reveal the inner workings of a firm didn't go over too well. “When I 
took her to actual meetings she was not enthralled,” says Pines. “[She was] kind of 
looking out the window.” 
 
She also had to explain that real lawyers don't go out dancing every night as they do on 
the show. “I told her that we only go out to celebrate after a trial,” Pine says. 
 
Also, unlike Ally, who is unlucky in love, Pines is happily married and her husband 
watches the show. 
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